
Marsy’s Law

A Constitutional Amendment to the 
California Crime Victims’ Bill of Rights

Article I, Section 28(b)
Penal Code Section 679.026

(1) To be treated with fairness and respect for his
or her privacy and dignity, and to be free from
intimidation, harassment, and abuse, throughout
the criminal or juvenile justice process.

(2) To be reasonably protected from the defendant
and persons acting on behalf of the defendant.

(3) To have the safety of the victim and the
victim’s family considered in fixing the amount
of bail and release conditions for the defendant.

(4) To prevent the disclosure of confidential
information or records to the defendant, the
defendant’s attorney, or any other person acting
on behalf of the defendant, which could be used
to locate or harass the victim or the victim’s family
or which disclose confidential communications
made in the course of medical or counseling
treatment, or which are otherwise privileged or
confidential by law.

(5) To refuse an interview, deposition, or discovery
request by the defendant, the defendant’s
attorney, or any other person acting on behalf of
the defendant, and to set reasonable conditions
on the conduct of any such interview to which
the victim consents.

A Victim’s Voice
Will Be Heard

(6) To reasonable notice of and to reasonably
confer with the prosecuting agency, upon
request, regarding, the arrest of the defendant
if known by the prosecutor, the charges filed,
the determination whether to extradite the
defendant, and, upon request, to be notified of
and informed before any pretrial disposition of
the case.

(7) To reasonable notice of all public proceedings,
including delinquency proceedings, upon
request, at which the defendant and the
prosecutor are entitled to be present and of
all parole or other post-conviction release
proceedings, and to be present at all such
proceedings.

(8) To be heard, upon request, at any proceeding,
including any delinquency proceeding,
involving a post-arrest release decision, plea,
sentencing, post-conviction release decision, or
any proceeding in which a right of the victim is
at issue.

(9) To a speedy trial and a prompt and final
conclusion of the case and any related post-
judgment proceedings.

(10) To provide information to a probation
department official conducting a pre-sentence
investigation concerning the impact of the
offense on the victim and the victim’s family and
any sentencing recommendations before the
sentencing of the defendant.

(11) To receive, upon request, the pre-sentence
report when available to the defendant, except
for those portions made confidential by law.

(12) To be informed, upon request, of the
conviction, sentence, place and time of
incarceration, or other disposition of the
defendant, the scheduled release date of the
defendant, and the release of or the escape
by the defendant from custody.

(13) To restitution.
(A) It is the unequivocal intention of the

People of the State of California that all 
persons who suffer losses as a result of criminal 
activity shall have the right to seek and secure 
restitution from the persons convicted of the 
crimes causing the losses they suffer.

(B) Restitution shall be ordered from the
convicted wrongdoer in every case, regardless 
of the sentence or disposition imposed, in 
which a crime victim suffers a loss.

(C) All monetary payments,  monies, and
property collected from any person who has 
been ordered to make restitution shall be 
first applied to pay the amounts ordered as 
restitution to the victim. 

(14) To the prompt return of property when
no longer needed as evidence.

(15) To be informed of all parole procedures,
to participate in the parole process, to provide
information to the parole authority to be
considered before the parole of the offender,
and to be notified, upon request, of the parole
or other release of the offender.

(16) To have the safety of the victim, the
victim’s family, and the general public
considered before any parole or other post-
judgment release decision is made.

(17) To be informed of the rights enumerated
in paragraphs (1) through (16).
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office Locations
Please contact the nearest 

Division of Victim Services for assistance.

 Riverside Office 
           3960 Orange St.
       Riverside , CA 92501

951-955-5450
Toll Free: 866-217-3766 

Southwest Divison
       30755-D Auld Rd. 3rd Floor

82-995 Highway 111, Ste. 101
Indio, CA 92201

9991 County Farm Rd. 
Riverside, CA  92503

  Banning Division
         135 N. Alessandro     
        Banning, CA 92220

Attorney General’s Victim Service Unit 
(toll free)  1-877-433-9069)

Know Your Rights!

Crime victims have many rights.  
Unfortunately, most victims are 
not aware of their rights, nor do 
they know how to enforce them.  
Some can feel lost and confused 
by the criminal justice system.  
The Division of Victim Services 
was created to help crime victims 
navigate through the system 
and to ensure their rights are 
safeguarded.

We urge you to immediately 
call Victim Services so that an 
advocate can be assigned to work 
with you (see Office Locations 
panel).  They are  compassionate, 
resourceful, and will guide you 
through the process.

In addition to the information 
provided in this pamphlet, you 
will find many helpful resources 
at  www.rivcoda.org, our office 
website.

Named after Marsy Nicholas, a 21-year-old 
college student who was murdered by her ex-
boyfriend on November 30, 1983.  One week 
after her funeral Marsy’s mother came face to 
face with her daughter’s killer at the grocery 
store.  He had been released on $50,000 
bail, but the family was never notified of his 
release or given the opportunity to address 
the court about bail.  

Over the next two years while awaiting trial, 
Marsy’s mother had to bear the sight of the 
killer regularly driving by her house because 
he lived only two blocks away.

Michael A. Hestrin
DISTRICT ATTORNEY
RIVERSIDE COUNTY

 Murrieta, CA  92563
951-304-5840

Toll Free: 866-217-7699 

951-922-7136
Toll Free: 866-217-3766 

760-863-8408
Toll Free: 866-217-3769 

951-358-4152
Toll Free: 866-217-3766 

        Eastern Division

Juvenile Division

      Blythe Office
220 North Broadway 

Blythe, CA  92225           
760-921-5840

Toll Free: 866-217-3769
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